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CN SOME REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS FROM THE 

NORTHERN TERRITORY 

By Arthur Lover i dor ll > 

(Communicated by LI. Womersley) 

In herpetological literature of a century ago Port Darwin and Port Fssing- 
toll frequently appeared as type, localities of considerable importance. Since those 
days relatively little has been added to our knowledge, of the herpetofauna of 
Australia’s Northern Territory. It was, therefore, with considerable satisfaction 
that the Museum of Comparative. Zoulogy at Harvard University received part 
of the collections made during 1944 and 1945 hy Mr. T. R. Tovell of the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force, particularly so as it contained half-a-dozen species un- 
represented in the museum’s collection, of which one — Typhlops lovelli — had to 
he described as new. 

Unfortunately, the data accompanying the first consignment was not too 
precise. Subsequently, Mr. Tovell kindly supplied me with the following 
information about the localities which had originally been summarised as "near 
Darwin". 

They are Batchelor, at about 60 miles south of Darwin ; P.errima and 
Knuckey's Lagoon, about 9 miles : Koonowarra. about 7 miles; and Noon amah, 
about 24 miles south of Darwin. 

T Yt’iiLOPS TOVELU ( Loveridge) 

Typhlops lovclli Loveridge, 1945, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 58, 111: 
Koonowarra Sports Ground, Northern Territory, Australia. 

2 (M.C.Z, 48844-5 ), Koonowarra Sports Ground. 

Midbody scale rows 20; snout rounded, nasal cleft proceeding from preocular. 
Diameters included in total length .56-40 times. Total length, 122 ( 1 1 8 • 5 — (— 
,V5-) mm. 

Typhlots our nt tier i Peters 

Typhlops ( Onychocephahts ) ■guentheri Peters, 1865, Monatsh, Akad. Wiss. 
Berlin, 259, pi. , fig. 1 : Northern Australia. 

1 (M.C.Z. 48843), Batchelor. 

Midbody scale-rows 18; snout rounded; nasal cleft proceeding front second 
labial. Diameter 2-75 mm., included in total length 63 times. Total length 
175 (172-5 -f 2-5) mm. 

This blind snake appears to be. closely related to T. wkdii Peters of Brisbane, 
Queensland. 1( would be interesting to know whether this black-tailed species 
carries the tail, upraised like a false head, after the- manner of the Asiatic Muiicora, 
the African ChilorhmophU, the American A post ole pis, etc. 

Natrix m air it M aikii (Gray) 

Tropidonotus mairii Gray, 1841, in Grey, Joqrn. Lxped. West Australia, 
2, 442; Australia. 

11 hatchings (M.C.Z, 48851.-61), Wiimellie near Darwin. 

Midbody scale-rows 15; ventrais 136-146; atsals 2; subcaudals 56-61; upper 
labials 8, the third, fourth and fifth entering the orbit, except on right side of 
M.C.Z. 48858 where third and fourth are fused resulting in 7 labials; lower 
labials 8, the first five in contact with the anterior chin shield; prcoculars 1, 
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except ou left side of M.C.Z. 48S59 where there are 2; post oculars 3, Total 
length about 187 (147 + 40) mm. 

These eleven young were taken from a batch of twelve eggs, one of which 
had already hatched, found about 20 April, fits, at the beginning of the dry season, 
beneath a pile of rubbish. When found some eggs were single, others slight I v 
cemented together in twos or threes. Titov measured approximately 25 x 10 mm. 
(T. R T-). 

Trinomials are necessary since the separation by Rtotigersma ( 1948) oi ;i 
well-defined race in Dutch New Guinea. 

Ckuhruus kvnciiops aumkaus (Gray) 

Homalopsis australis Gray, 1842. Zool. Misc., 65: Port Essington. Northern 
Territory, Australia. 

9 9 (M.C.Z.) 48846. 48802). Fanny Pay about IT miles from Darwin. 

Midbody scale-rows 23-25; centrals 143-144; anals 2; subcaudais 40-51; 
nostril deft in contact with second labial; upper labials 8-10; separated from 
orbit by suboculars; 3-4 Lower Iahials in contact with an anterior chin shield. 
Larger' 9 (M.C.Z. 48862), 587 ( 486 101) mm. 

One was found lying at the bottom of a salt pan (T. R. T.). That Cerberus. 
and not Hurrm, is the correct name for these water snakes was pointed out by 
Malcolm Smith (1930), and that rynchops , not vhynchops, was Schneider's 
original spelling by Loveridge (1948) when describing a new race and providing 
a key to the genus. 

AsrmoMOKPHUs christieanus (Fry) 

Pxpudelaps christieanus Fry, 1915, Proc. Roy. Snc. Queensland. 27, 91, fig. O' 
Port Darwin. Northern Territory, Australia. 

9 (M.C.Z. 48847), near Darwin. 

Midbody scale-rows 17; vcntrals 195; anals 2; subcaudais 47; Iahials 7 
third and fourth entering the orbit. Total length 350 (300 + 50) mm. 

This gravid 9 , which carries three eggs each measuring about 26 x 6 mm., 
has more vcntrals and fewer subcaudais than the topotype $ already in our 
collection. That Pscndclaps of Dumeril is a synonym of Aspidoniorphus has 
been shown by Brongcrsma (1934, Zool. Med. Mus. Leiden, 17, 224). 

Demansia psa m warms (SchJegcl) 

Flaps psammophis Schlegel, 1837, Phys. Serp... 2, 455: Australia. Elapn 
cephaius ornedirrps Macleay, 1878, Proc. Linn. Soc. NS.W-, 2, 221 : Port Dar- 
win, Northern Territory, Australia. 

i$ 9 (M.C.Z. 48848-9), Batchelor and Bcrrima. 

Midbody scale-tows 15; ventrals 180-181; anals 2: subcaudais 70 (9) 
-91 ( 2 ) pairs; upper labials 6, the third and fourth entering the orbit. Total 
length of 2 (M.C.Z. 48848),. 290 (232 -t- 58) mm. 

The head of the young 9 is black above and scarcely distinct from the deep 
black nuchal bar; the body is fawn, each scale with a somewhat paler edge. The 
head of the older 5 is olive with the markings described by Madeav. 

1 follow Kinghorn (1942, 118). who has bad the advantage oi examining 
much more material, in relegating oniaticcps, of wliicli these specimens are almost 
topotypes, to the synonymy. However, the name proposed by Macleay was 
Elapocephains. not Flapo/jnal has as cited by Kinghorn. Kinghnrn’s conclusion 
appears to have been based largely on the highly variable, colouration, known m 
change with age, ] would suggest the possibility of a northern race with more 
numerous subcaudais for which the name olivarca Gray, 1842, would be available. 
If the Australian Museum’s material could be sexed and arranged geographical I v 
to supplement that furnished by Boulenger (1896, 322-324), while ignoring 
Doul el tger’s arrangement based on colour, the point might be settled. 
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Demaxsia text i lis nuchalis (Gunther) 

Pscudonaja- nuchalis Gunther, 1858, Cat. Snakes Brit. Mus., 3, 227: Port 
Essington, Northern Territory, Australia. 

$ (M.C.Z. 48850 ), near Noonamah. 

Midbody scale-rows 17; ventrals 107; anals 2; su be alula Is 63+ pairs; upper 
labials 6 7 (left and right), the third and fourlh entering the orbit. Total length 
of 1130+ (940+ 190+) nun. 

Hetukonota nixoKi Gray 

Heteraiwta bmoci Gray, 1845, Cat Liz. Brit. Mas., 174; lloutinan’s Abrolbos, 
Western Australia. 

18 (M.C.Z. 48801-6), Batchelor or Bernina. 

Dorsal tubercles keeled, in 12-16 rows. Usually 14; preanal pores of eight 
males 4-5. Largest 3 (M.C.Z. 48801 ), 105 (48 + 57) inm. 

By day these geckos hide under any object not of till Or iron, the heal (>l 
which is too great during the noon hours (T. B. T.). 

Dn'i.ooACTyj.us siuxioerus ciliarls Boulenger 

Diplodaclylus cillaris Boulenger, 1885, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus., 1, 98, pi. viii, 
fig. 2: Port Darwin, Northern Territory, Australia. 

Juv, (M.C.Z. 48807), near Darwin, 

Dorsal tubercles (lat, forming 2 ill-defined rows; no pores. Length, 53 
(32 + 21) mm. 

Oeihira RHOMBIFER Gray 

Oedura- rhombifer Gray, 1844, Zook Erebus 8r Terror, Rept., pi xvi, fig. 6: 
Australia. 

$ (M.C.Z.), near Darwin. 

Dorsals granular, small ; femoral pores 12 + 12, being separated in preanal 
region by five scales; tail depressed, oval. Length 87 ( 43 + 44) mm. 

The shape ot the tail conflicts with Boulengcr’s redescription and conforms 
to what has been noted by Kinghorn (1942, 120 ). 

Since the separation of the African geckos tinder the name of Afrocdura 
(Loveridge, 1944), the range of Oedura is restricted to the Australian region. 

Gktjyka vakiegata australis Gray 

Gehyra australis Gray, 1845, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus., 163: Port Essington and 
Swan River, Australia. 

5 2 (M.C.Z, 4886+5), near Darwin. 

Dorsals granular, small; preanal pores 14 in male; scansors not separated 
by a median groove. Length of 3 . 124 (62 + 62) mm.; 2 , 109 (53 + 56) mm. 

Taken in an old building at McMillan’s (T. R. T.). Gehyra (part) Gray, 
1834, antedates the use of Perupns Wicgmann, 1835, for tills genus. 

D i port phoha eiijneata Gray 

Diporiphora biliiicata Gray, 1842, Zoo). Mise.., 54: Pori Essington, Northern 
Territory, Australia. 

5 (M.C.Z. 48808-11), Batchelor or Berrima. 

Gular fold absent : preanal pores 2 in male ; tail twice the length of head and 
body. Eength of 3 (M.C.Z. 48808), 179 (52 - 127) mm.; 2 (M.C.Z. 48809). 
166 (55 + 111) mm. 

Tjliqua scixcotdes sctkcotues (Shaw) 

Laccra sciitcoides Shaw, 1790, in White, Journ. Voyage N.S.W., App,, 242, 
pi. : New South Wales. 

Juv. (M.C.21. 48817), Berrima. 
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Midbody scale-rows 36; anterior temporal as long- as interparietal; torelimb 
shorter than head and contained about twice in distance front axilla to groin. 
Length, 154 (102 + 52) mm. 

In view of its small size the proportions of this skink are interesting for com- 
parison with those of the New Guinea race — 7’. s. gigas (Schneider). 

LYGOSOMA ( SPUENOMOJU'UUS) TAEN-IOLATUAI TAENIOI ATI,! M (Shaw) 

Lacerta tncuiolala Shaw. 1790, in White, Journ. Voyage N.S.W., App.. 245, 
pi. xxxii, fig. 1 : New South Wales, 

3 ( M.C.Z. 48818-20), Batchelor or llerrinia. 

Midbody scale-rows 24-26; prefrontals separared. All three are immature. 

Owing to the findings of Malcolm Smith (1937, 213). S phenomorphus and 
Lciolopisnm are relegated with some misgivings to their former status of sub- 
genera or, as Smith prefers to call them, “sections”. 

Lygosoma (S p i i e n omorpi r us) jisiafERi Tluulenger 

Lygosoma fischm Boulenger, 1887, Cat. Liz. Brit. Mus., 3, 228;; n.u. for 
L. muelkri Fischer (preoc.). 1882. Arch. Naturg.. 295, pi. xvi. tig. 16-19: Nicoi 
Bay, Western Australia. 

2 (M.C.Z. 48821-2). Batchelor or Bernina. 

Midbody scale-rows 30; prefrontals separated; colouring characteristic 
Length of 9, 143 (49 + 94) mm. 

Kncvsied nematodes are numerous on external surface of stomach. 

LyCOSO.MA ( S PIT E. VO M OKPH US ) ISOEEPiS ISOLETIS I 'OulcugCr 

Lygosoma iso l c pis Boulenger, 1887. Cat. Liz Brit. Mus., 3, 234, pt. xv, (ig. I . 
Nicoi Bay and Swan River. Western Australia. 

9 (M.C.Z. 48823), Batchelor or Berrima. 

Midbody scale-rows 30; lamellae beneath fourth toe 23. Length of 9, 149 
172 + 77) mm., hut tail-tip regenerated. 

Agreeing in all respects with the typical form rather than with L. i. forresh 
Kinghorn (1932, 358), tins gravid 2 holds four eggs measuring about 12 x 7 mm. 

Lygosoma (Lejolopisma) pectokale (De Vis) 

Uctcropus peel ora Hs De Vis, 1885, Proc. Roy. Soc. Q!d„ 1, 169: Warro, 
Port Curtis, Queensland. 

14 (M.C.Z, 48826-36), Batchelor or Berrima. 

Midbody scale-rows 26-32; lamellae beneath fourth toe 19-27, in one specimen 
there are 24 on the right and 27 on the left toe. largest & (M.C.Z. 48826), 
118 (41 -f- 77) mm. 

In addition there were 13 damaged examples from same scries or “near 
Darwin”, which were not retained. All but two of them were of the strongly 
keeled pee total e type, two others with dark throats represent the synonym 
mu»d um De Vis (1885), their dorsal scales being almost smooth yet faintly 
tricarjnatc dorso-laterallv. 

A large specimen was recovered from the stomach of a Lialis burlonis. In 
the axilla of another of these skiviks were some mites ( TtoiubicnUt sp. n. ), for 
whose identification I am indebted to Mr. H. Womersley of the South Australian 
Museum. 'Che species will he described in Mr. Womcrsley’s forthcoming 
monograph. 

Lygosoma (Lygosoma) puactulatum Peters 

Lygosoma pumluiatvni Peters, 1871, Monatsh. Akad. Wiss. Berlin, 646, 
pi. , fig, 5: Port Bowen, Queensland. 
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1 (M.C-Z. 48866), Wimicllic, near Darwin. 

Midbodj' scale-rows 20; dibits 5; toes 5; lamellae beneath fourth loe 14. 
Length 118 (44+74) mm. 

In life brown with a coppery sheen (T. 12. T.) . 

Lygosoma (f.vepsOMA) PUMtLiUM Bouleiiger 

Lygosoiita pnmilium Boulenger, 1887, Cat. Liz, Brit. Mils,. 3, 325; Cape 
York, Queensland. 

2 (M.C.Z. 48834-5), Batchelor or TTfirrinia. 

Midbody scale-rows 20; digits 5; toes 5; lamellae beneath Fourth toe 18-10. 
Larger measures 01 (41 +50) mm. 

The alleged difference in relative size of nostril and ear-opening between 
pnmilium and puncUtlahm is not apparent. L. fumilium seems to be closely 
related to crussicaud nm which Malcolm Smith •( 1937, 322) refers to Irs new 
section lctixdncus. 

AislEfharus notJtoNiT METALLieus Boulenger 

Ablepharns boutonii var. rnctalliats Boulenger, 1887, Cat. I.iz. Brit. Mus.., 
3, 347: North Australia. 

4 (M.C.Z. 48337, 48867), Batchelor or Bernina, 

Midbody scale-rows 22-24; lamellae beneath fourth loe 17-20. Largest only 
measures 93 (38-}- 55 ) mm. 

In life iridescent grey with blade markings. Found on trees and posts, not 
under logs or in grass. A very active skink (T. R. T.). 

Ablepuarus T.iNliOQCELi.ATus li nkooci-llatus Dumcril and Bibrun 

Ablephurus hnco-occllatus Dumeril and Bibron. 1839, Erpel. Gen., 5, 817. 
Australia. 

5 (.M.C-Z. 48838-42), Batchelor or Bcrrima. 

Midbody scale-rows 24-26; lamellae beneath fourth toe 17-18; supranusaC 
absent. All young, the smallest only 29+ ( 14+ 15+) mm., its tail-tip missing. 4 his 
little snake-eyed skink disgorged a spider. 

Df.i.ma eraser i FRASER i Gray 

Dclma frvseri Gray, 1831, Zoo!. Misc., 14: Western Australia. 

4 (M.C.Z. 48812-5), Batchelor or Bcrrima, 

Snout as long as, or longer than, the distance between eye and car; 
frontonasals in 2 pairs; fourth labial below eye; midbody scale-rows 16; 
anals 3, except in M.C.Z. 48814, where the wedge-shaped central scale fails to 
reach the. anal border. Largest measures 75 mm. from snout to amis, tail missing. 

All taken beneath rocks; quite common in this area (T. R, T.). 

Lxalis mjRTOKis Gray 

JJal is bur funis Gray. 1834, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 134: New Soul 1 1 Wales. 

9 (M.C.Z. 48816), Bcrrima. 

Rostral twice as broad as high; upper labials 14; preanal pores 4; colour 
form punetuUitu. Length of 9. 260 (200 + 60) mm, but tail regenerating. 

The oviducts of this gravid 9 held two undeveloped eggs measuring about 
20 x 12 mm. In its stomach is a skink ( Lygosoina pectoral e) measuring 49 mm. 
from snout to anus. 

C vc lor ana australis (Gray) 

Alylrs australis Gray, 1842, Zook Misc., 56: North coast of Australia, i.r.. 
Port Essinglon, Northern Territory, Australia. 

2 (M.C.Z. 26002), McMillans, near Darwin. 
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These juvenile forms are so shrivelled by immersion in strong formalin that 
their habits might be. described as “slender”, i.c., in this respect referable tu 
alboguttatus (Gunther) of Parker's (1940, 16) key, which differentiates the two 
species as follows : 

Zygomatic process of the squamosal heavily sculptured ami 
forming a broad suture with the maxilla. Habitus stout ansi rati r 

Zygomatic process not sculptured and Separated from the 
maxilLa, or only very narrowly in contact with it. Tlabittis 
slender ... ... .... .... all»>yutt«ius 

But Parker I 1940, 20) is mistaken itt referring part of my (1935, 13) 
alboguttatus to the synonymy of australis and suggesting that the frog ( M.C.Z 
11642) from Alexandra ( not Alexandria ) r Northern Territory, is really an 
australis. It is true that the frog was received from the British Museum in 1925 
as ” Phractops australis ,J (presumably identified by Bouleuger), but both in zygo- 
matic structure and colour pattern it agrees with alb og attains. That the British 
Museum skeleton of another frog taken at Alexandra by the same collecto’ 
happens to be australis is interesting, for Parker records both species as occurring 
at Port Denison, Queensland. Despite their close relationship the two species arc 
quite, distinct. 

The larger frog measured 45 turn, and was taken in a ditch of stagnant water 
about six miles north of Darwin, the smaller was in sand behind the beach at 
Lee Point about ten miles worth of the. town (T. R. T. ). 

l.i m xonvxASTF.s coxvexi usculus (Maeleay) 

Ranashr convr-xiuscttlus Maeleay, 1828, Proc Linn Sue. N.S.W., 2, 135,: 
Katow, i.c.. Binaturi River, Dutch New Guinea. 

5 (M.C.Z. 26003-7), near Darwin. 

Vomerine teetlh extending well beyond lateral borders of ehoanae; first and 
second fingers subequal ; inner metacarpal tubercle slightly longer than the second': 
a single metatarsal tubercle which is not shovel-shaped. Largest (M.C.Z. 26003). 
measures 50 mm. 

In life. Above, marbled with black and grey; the spots sometimes finely 
edged with white. Below, white vcrmienlated (with brown). ( T, R. T.) 

This species has been recorded already from Darwin bv Parker (1940, 54). 
As he has seen the type of L. olivuccus De Vis, which he refers to the synonymy of 
ronvr.viuscuhts, it must be assumed that De Vis’ description of olivaccus as having 
Lwo metatarsal tubercles is erroneous, Parker is quite correct in concluding my 
i 1935, 19) L. salmini Steindachnet is a composite, for both Queensland frogs 
f M.C.Z, 3610. 362.3 ) conform to his new definition iff convvxiusc alus. 

UruKoi.r.iA rucosa ( Andctasun) 

Pseutjlaphryue ntgnsa Andersson, 1916, Svensku Velensk.-Aka. Ifandl, 52. 
No. 9, 31 ; pi, j, fig. 4: Colosseum, southern Queensland. 

1 (M.C.Z. 25991), Noonamah, 

If correctly identified, this 18 mm. juvenile is the first example of ritgosa to 
In* recorded from the Northern Territory. Also the first of its species in the 
Museum of Comparative Zoology, for 1 ( i935, 31) erred in making ntgnsa a sub- 
species of war i n am fa aud the five frogs then referred to U. ni. rugasa are simply 
wnriiwrata. As the ranges are largely co-extensive, Parker (1940, 70) did not 
detect my mistake and the citation on his p. 70 should be transferred to p. 69, 

CrtXia si ft xi per a signjeeka Guard 

Crhiia (Rauidrlla) siguifera Girard, 1853, Proc, Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia. 
6, 421 : ‘‘New Holland,” i.e.j Australia, 
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8 (M.C.Z, 35999-26000) Ktiuckey's Lagoon. 

AH are juvenile, the largest measuring only 12 mm. Six of them were taken 
beneath a pantlanus trunk (T. R. T.) . 

This is the form to which Darwin frogs are referred by Parker (1940, 87), 
whose synonymiziug of my 1935 references is probably correct, for I utilised 
or stressed other characters in defining the species of this difficult genus which 
ho hits so thoroughly revised. 

H si . a caertti.ea (Shaw) 

Rana caerulca Slnmo, in White, Jouni. Voyage N.S.W., App., 248. pi ; 

New South Wales. 

4 (M.C.Z. 25992 3), Bernina. 

Vomerine teeth between the posterior borders of tbe choanae, from which 
they are well separated: head as long as, or shorter than, broad; snout once and 
a half as long as eye; tympanum two-thirds to seven-eighths the orbital diameter; 
outer linger half webbed; heel of adpressed hind limb reaches the tympanum or 
eye. Length of <J (M.C.Z. 25992), 72 mm., of 9 , 74 mm. 

The largest was taken at night on rocky ground, the others between sheets 
of galvanised iron al Larrakevah Barracks (T. R. T.). 

11 vi , a rubella Gray 

11 via rubella Gray, 1842, Zool. Misc., 57: l’ori. Lssington, Northern Terri- 
tory, Australia. 

5 (M.C.Z. 23998), Knuckey’s Lagoon. 

Vomerine teeth between the posterior borders of the choanae : head lunger 
lhait broad; snout once and a half as long as eve; tympanum two-thirds the orbital 
diameter; outer linger without web; heel of adpressed hind limb reaches shoulder. 
Length of gravid 9 . 32 mm. 

Kvla a urea (Lesson) 

Jimm aurca Lesson. 1830. Zool. in Dupcrrev, Voyage autour du Monde 
. . . sur . . . La Coquille, 2, 60, pi. vi i , fig. 2: Macquarrie and Bathurst Rivers, 
New South Wales. 

5 ( M.C.Z. 25994-5), K mickey’s Lagoon. 

Vomerine teeth between the choanae; head as long as. or longer than, broad; 
snout cnee and a half a* long as eye; tympanum three-quarters of, or equal to, the 
orbital diameter; outer huger without web. Too shrivelled to be worth 
measuring. 

J 1 vla xasuta (Gray) 

Pvlouyics nasii la Gray. 1842, Zool. Misc.. 56: Port Kssiugton, Northern 

T e r r i tor)' . Arts tralia. 

2 (M.C.Z. 26001), near Darwin. 

Vomerine teeth be I ween the choanae ; head much longer than broad; snout 
; wiee as long as tbe eve; tympanum seven-eighths, or equal to, the orbital diameter; 
outer linger without web; heel of the adpressed hind limit reaches beyond tip of 
snout. Larger measures 43 trim. 

In life greenish-black with a broad brown stripe down centre of back, f ound 
among leaves after burning or spear grass at McMillan’s, about six miles from 
DarWin (T. R. T.). 
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